
Analytics Canvas 
Onboarding



Agenda
1. Your Account

○ License Key

○ Login (email) 

○ Activation Code(s)

2. Analytics Canvas Platform Overview

○ Analytics Canvas in the Data Stack

○ Cloud vs Desktop

○ Online architecture

3. Overview of the interface

4. Data Ingestion 

5. Data Profiling 

6. Data Transformations

7. Publishing Data 

8. Automating Data Workflows

9. Q & A



Your Account



● Email used for login to 
Analytics Canvas Cloud

● License key activates Canvas 
Desktop + Server 

● Activation Codes unlock 
subscriptions + beta features

● Once activated, find your 
account info in Canvas Online 
under Admin > Users, and in 
Desktop under Account > 
Manage Subscription.

Your Account



Analytics Canvas 
Architecture



Analytics Canvas in the Data Stack

Data Ingestion

Data Preparation

Data Visualization

Landing raw data from various data sources

Getting data ready for reporting + data analysis

Presenting data, visual data analysis

Analytics Canvas is a data-prep tool for business users with a 
specialization in data ingestion from Google Analytics.



Analytics Canvas Desktop Vs Cloud

Desktop Online

Data is processed and stored locally Data is processed and stored in BigQuery

Data size limited to what your machine can process Unlimited*

Fast with processing small data / data previews Fast for processing large data

Developed in 2009 - more feature rich, more connectors (for 
now)

Launched in 2020 - focused on GA, Sheets, BigQuery, Looker Studio



Analytics Canvas Cloud Hosted Services
Cloud hosted services include: 

✓ Analytics Canvas Online
✓ Analytics Canvas Desktop-Cloud Automation
✓ Analytics Canvas Looker Studio Partner Data Connector

These three components enhance your Analytics Canvas subscription with 
tools and services that are available in the cloud 24x7.  

Use of the cloud incurs quota. 
● Fixed monthly allocations with fixed fees (no surprise billing) 
● Warnings at 80%, 90%, and 100% of quota. 
● Tools available in-app to monitor and minimize quota consumption. 

https://analyticscanvas.com/knowledge-base/how-does-cloud-quota-work/

No quota charged on UA backup utility



Analytics Canvas 
BigQuery
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Analytics Canvas 
BigQuery

Your BigQuery

Analytics Canvas 
Online

Web Server

Browser based 
web-app
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Architecture Example: 
UA Backup Utility



DEMO: Analytics 
Canvas Online



Interface Overview

1. What is a Canvas?
2. What are Tables?
3. The Looker Studio Menu
4. Automation 
5. Admin 



DEMO: Data Profiling



Data Profiling - understanding your data
● Data profiling is the 

process of examining 
and analyzing data to 
gain an understanding 
of its structure, 
content, quality, and 
overall characteristics

https://analyticscanvas.com/article-categories/working-with-data/



DEMO: Data 
Transformations



Data Transformations
Transformations are 
operations that can be 
performed on data, such 
as: 

● Filtering 

● Summarizing 

● Performing 
calculations 

● Renaming columns or 
fields 

● Removing duplicates, 
etc.

https://analyticscanvas.com/article-categories/working-with-data/



DEMO: Publishing 
Data



Publishing Data
● Publishing data, also 

known as exporting 
data, moves the final 
table in your workflow 
from Analytics Canvas 
to a data destination 
that you own. 

https://analyticscanvas.com/article-categories/exporting-and-publishing-data/



DEMO: Automating 
data workflows



Open Q & A 



Core Concepts

● Data ingestion

● Data transformation 

● Data publishing 

● Automation

● Quota management 

https://analyticscanvas.com/


